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Minutes of 78th Annual General Meeting 

 Held May 10, 2019 in King City, ON. 

In attendance: 

Karen Bright, Halford-Lewis Ltd 

Holly Buchanan, Buchanan Trading Inc. 

Colby Busche, Dandilee Spice Corp. 

Gaspare Colletti, Les Aliments Cell Foods Inc. 

Wayne Farrell Newly Weds Foods Co. 

Anthony Gene, Dr. Oetker 

Tiina Henkusens, McCormick & Company Inc.  

Arlene Larson, SGS Canada 

Helen Levin, Griffith Foods 

Michael Litvak, First Spice Mixing Company (Canada) Ltd. 

Andrew Mansfield, G.S. Dunn Limited 

Noel Markle, Caldic Canada Inc. 

Valerie Melega, Sensient Natural Ingredients  

Brenda Mizzan, Malabar Super Spice Co.  

Donna Nicholson, Griffith Foods 

Chamila Ranasinghe, Pure Ceylon Spice 

Sivanka Ranasinghe, Pure Ceylon Spice 

Laura Shumow, American Spice Trade Association  

Spiro Raptis, Rose Hill Foods Inc. 

Rachel Tanti, Malabar Super Spice Co.  

Beverley Tschirhart, Canadian Spice Association 
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1. Call to order: 

 Gaspare Collette welcomed everyone to the meeting, noting that a quorum was present, and called the meeting 

to order at 9:02 am. He thanked the 5 companies who generously sponsored the event – Buchanan Trading, 

Griffith Foods, Malabar Super Spice, McCormick and Rose Hill Foods. All attendees introduced themselves. 

2. President’s Report: 

The President’s Report is posted on CSA’s website. Gaspare reviewed the AGM agenda, the 2018-2020 strategic 

plan and CSA’s 2018/19 activities and challenges. He provided highlights on communication plan progress as the 

Communications Committee Chair role is vacant, and stressed the importance of filling this role.  

The format and frequency of the Newsletter was discussed.  It was agreed that the current format is acceptable 

and that bimonthly distribution is good under normal circumstances. Bev will continue to use her discretion and 

notify members more frequently if news warrants timelier reporting.  

 FDR Division 7 Spice SOI has been the CSA’s top advocacy priority throughout 2018/19.  Bev provided an 

overview of CSA’s SOI modernization proposal and stakeholder outreach. 

A motion was made to accept the President’s report by Michael and seconded by Karen. The motion was carried 

unanimously. 

3. Approval of May 11, 2018 Annual General Meeting Minutes: 

Time was allotted to review the May 11, 2018 AGM Minutes (posted on CSA’s website).  A motion was made to 

accept the Minutes as written by Holly, seconded by Donna. The motion carried unanimously.  

4. Treasurer’s Report: 

Gaspare presented the Treasurer’s Report due to the Treasurer’s resignation late last year. He distributed copies 

of the F 2019 YTD April 30, 2019 Profit and Loss Summary and Balance Sheet Summary reports, which were  

generated  directly from Quick Books (QB) accounting software. The CSA purchased a QB subscription in March 

2019 and has input data from the 3 most recent fiscal years into QB, utilizing the professional assistance of a 

CMA, Maureen Taylor.  Going forward CSA’s financial records will be securely stored on the Cloud and can be 

accessed using one of 3 licenses available with the QB package. 

Gaspare distributed and reviewed copies of the CSA - Proposed 5-year plan 2019-2023, May 10, 2019 Scenario 

1: no further increases and Scenario 2: step-wise dues increase over 5 year plan spreadsheets.   He noted that 

an error is present on page 3 of the Scenario 2 document in the 2023 column as the regular members dues are 

incorrectly listed as $950, instead of $1000.  

After discussion a motion was made to increase 2019/2020 membership dues to $950 for regular members by 

Michael and seconded by Helen. The motion was unanimously carried. 

A request was made to prepare a cost/benefit analysis of federal or provincial incorporation as a not for profit 

versus maintaining the associations status as a non-incorporated public service body for discussion at the Sept 

2019 BOD meeting. 
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A motion was made to accept the Treasure’s Report by Michael and seconded by Helen. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

5. Election of 2019/2020 BOD Members: 

Gaspare presented the slate of nominees for Directors.  In the meeting Michael Litvak was also nominated as 

Director.  Everyone present approved adding Michael to the slate of BOD nominees, and Michael accepted the 

nomination.  

A motion was made by Karen and seconded by Tiina to elect the following individuals for a one year term on 

CSA’s BOD:  

Holly Buchanan  Buchanan Trading Inc. 

Colby Busche  Dandilee Spice Corp. 

Gaspare Colletti  Cell Foods Inc.  

Wayne Farrell  Newly Weds Foods Co. 

Anthony Gene  Dr. Oetker 

Tiina Henkusens La Cie McCormick Canada Co. 

Michael Litvak   First Spice Mixing Company (Canada) Ltd. 

Andrew Mansfield G.S. Dunn  

Donna Nicholson Griffith Foods 

Doris Valade  Malabar Super Spice Co.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

6. Membership Committee Report: 

Holly presented the Membership Committee Report (posted on CSA’s website).  Ideas to strengthen AGM 

attendance were discussed. It was agreed to table who will chair the 2020 AGM for discussion at the May 10, 

2019 BOD meeting. This committee chair will be responsible to bring forward recommendations for future 

AGM’s including the location, communication to members, reminders, price to charge, etc.  After further  

discussion, Karen volunteered to lead the AGM Committee.  

Donna suggested that 2019 AGM non-attendees be contacted to potentially identify why they did not attend. 

Holly posed the following challenge to the audience: 

a. Bring a co-worker to the next AGM 

b. Identify and contact current members to encourage their attendance at the 2020 AGM 

c. Bring a new member to the next AGM 

CSA’s communication plan was briefly discussed including social media visibility and impressions that CSA’s   

website is outdated. Rachel Tanti will consider taking over as CSA’s social media (LinkedIn) lead.  

Anthony volunteered to lead a team focused on CSA’s website renewal/replacement. Holly and Chamila 

volunteered to assist Anthony. Gaspare indicated that $400 had been allocated for website maintenance in the 

financial forecast. A suggestion was made to obtain a few quotes for doing this work. Anthony will build a plan 

to tackle the website project for BOD consideration and approval. 
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 A motion to accept the Membership Committee Report was made by Donna, seconded by Anthony and 

unanimously carried. 

  

7. Technical And Regulatory Affairs Report:  

Anthony presented the Technical and Regulatory Affairs Report (posted on CSA’s website).  

Gaspare asked that the Committee draft and send a letter to those who are responsible for Canada’s Food Guide 

informing them how Herbs and Spices promote health. The purpose of the letter is to ensure that CSA’s 

document is on file for future consideration when Canada’s Food Guide is updated again. 

The CSA will keep in contact with IOSTA on CCSCH’s standards development initiative. 

A motion was made to accept the Technical and Regulatory Affairs report by Holly and seconded by Tiina. The 

motion unanimously carried. 

8. Guest Speaker – Margarida Batalhas, , SGS Lisbon, Portugal, New Developments in DNA Testing and Risk 

Assessment 

Margarida’s presentation is posted on CSA’s website.  Arlene can provide further information on DNA testing 

and answer questions.  

9.  Guest Speaker -  Tia Loftsgard, Executive Director,  Canada Organic Trade Association, Ottawa, ON, The 

Organic Spice Opportunity 

Tia’s presentation is posted on CSA’s website. 

10. Guest Speaker: Laura Shumow,  Executive Director, American Spice Trade Association, Washington, D.C., 

ASTA Report  

Laura’s report is posted in CSA’s website. Laura will provide Bev with a copy of the FDA’s letter on discretionary 

enforcement of the Food Defense Plan.  

11. New/Old Business and Meeting adjournment: 

Gaspare called for New/Old Business topics and none were raised.  A motion was made by Tiina, seconded by 

Karen and unanimously approved by all to adjourn the meeting at 4:28 pm. 

 

Recorded by: Bev 


