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Technical Committee Objectives 

· Influence emerging regulation. 

  

· Increase collaboration with ASTA, 
IOSTA and ESA. 

 

· Leverage technical knowledge and 
experience of CSA members. 

 

· Member education. 
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Technical Group 

 

· Holly Buchanan ï Buchanan Trading Inc. 

· Wendy Burggraf ï Halford-Lewis Ltd. 

· Gaspare Colletti ï Cell Foods Inc. 

· Wayne Farrell ï Newly Weds Foods 

· Lisa Gay ï Hela Spice Canada Inc. 

· Tiina Henkusens ï McCormick Canada 

· Matthew Jennison ï Maxxam Analytics 

· Donna Nicholson ï Griffith Laboratories Limited 

· Doris Valade ï Malabar Super Spice 

· Nancy Post - CSA 
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Agenda 

ÅSafe Foods for Canadians Regulations 

ÅFood Labelling Modernization, Phase 2 

ÅFood Colour Labelling 

ÅGluten Free Oats 

ÅGHS Labelling 

ÅCumin & Paprika Nut Contamination 

ÅFSMA 
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Safe Food for Canadians Regulations 

Å Draft released for consultation, before sending it to Gazette I.  

Å Single food regulation. Consolidates: existing commodity regulations 

(meat, dairy, fish, eggs); combines horizontal provisions (licensing, 

preventive controls);  commodity-specific food safety requirements 

(production, handling) and commodity specific trade and consumer 

protection requirements (grades, standards of identity). 

Å Consultation closes June 30, 2015 

Å http://www.inspection.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-aboutcfia-

sujetacia/STAGING/text-

texte/regs_safe_food_regulations_cnsldtn_foodregs_1427726282343_

eng.pdf 
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Safe Food for Canadians Regulations 

Å Licensing ï import & export activities conducted by a licence holder 

Å Non-compliant food meeting foreign jurisdiction requirements may be 

exported - labelled ñExportò & meet record keeping requirements 

Å In some cases, non-compliant food labelled as ñFor further preparation 

onlyò may be imported/traded; brought into compliance within 3 months 

Å Preventative controls ï documented PCP (hazards, CCPs, critical 

limits, monitoring procedures, corrective actions, verification, 

documentation) 

Å Traceability - one step forward, one step backward 



Food Labelling Modernization 

WHAT IS IT?: 

Å CFIA initiative to develop a more modern food labelling system  

 

WHY? 

Å Consumers want to become more informed about the food products they 
purchase  

Å The food industry continues to be innovative in response to market pressures 
and global trends 

Å Government is looking to keep pace with innovation, strive for a balance between 
consumer, industry and government needs 

 

Phase 2 initiatives based on Phase 1 industry consultation feedback (identity areas 
for modernization). 

 

 

 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

INITIATIVES: 

Å Regulatory (Best before dates, ingredient lists, legibility, 
dealer name & address, percentage ingredient declaration, 
food standards) 

Å Service Delivery 

Å Policy Development 

Å Roles and Responsibilities 

 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

BEST BEFORE DATES: Manufacturerôs best estimate of how 
long UNOPENED food will remain at its peak of freshness. 

 

Current 

Å Mandatory for foods with shelf-life of 90 days or less 

Å Voluntary for foods with shelf-life > 90 days 

Å Current format is month (2 letters) & day, year is not required eg. 
JN 28 

 

Proposal  

Å Allow a numerical date ï 2015 JN 28 or 28 JN 15 or 28/06/15  

Å Always include the year 

Å Redefine the exemptions 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

INGREDIENT CLASS NAMES: 
 

Current 

Å Group of similar ingredients declared 
by a single name eg. milk ingredients 

  

Proposed 

Å Remove class names, list all 
ingredients by their specific common 
names, eg. buttermilk powder, 
evaporated milk 

Å Expand categories for flavours with 
new class names, eg. thermal 
reaction flavour, nature identical 
flavour? 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

LEGIBILITY: 
 

Current 

Å Mandatory information displayed 
clearly & prominently, minimum type 
height 1.6mm for some core 
information 

 

Proposed 

Å Expand minimum type height to all 
mandatory information, increase 
type height of common name 

Å Consistent placement of mandatory 
info. 

Å Regulate use of upper & lower case 

Å Improve rules that increase legibility 
eg. colour contrast 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

DEALER NAME & 

ADDRESS: 
 

Current 

Å Company name, city & 

province/country 

 

Proposed 

Å Make postal code or 

telephone number or e-mail 

address mandatory 

ABC Foods Inc.  
Victoria, BC  
 
ABC Foods Inc.  
Victoria, BC  
M5S 2T9  
OR 
ABC Foods Inc.  
Victoria, BC  
1-800 -777 -8888  
OR 
ABC Foods Inc.  
Victoria, BC  
abcco@company.com  



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

PERCENTAGE INGREDIENT 
DECLARATION: 
 

Current 

Å Inconsistent interpretation of whether highlighted ingredient 
is truthful or misleading 

Å Ingredient listing does not indicate how much of highlighted 
ingredient present or when a highlighted claim is made eg. 
ñmade with fruitò 

 

Proposed 

Å Include the percentage of highlighted ingredient in the 
declaration eg. wheat flour, sugar, water, blueberries (30%), 
canola oil, eggs, baking powder, salt 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

FOOD STANDARDS: 
 

Current 

Å 500+ food standards, 13 different 

regulations 

Å Outdated, trade barriers, stifle 

innovation 

 

Proposed 

Å Modernize, if no health & safety 

implications, repeal or amend 

Å Use modern regulatory tools eg. 

Incorporation by reference 



Food Labelling Modernization ï Phase 2 

 

 

INITIATIVES (contôd): 
Å Service Delivery ï increase use of online tools, working with 

trade associations, improve complaints process, improve 

consumer accessibility to dealers 

Å Policy Development ï increase stakeholder involvement eg. 

improving claim definitions [local, natural (eg. status of CO2 

extracts)] 

Å Roles and Responsibilities ï better clarify government vs. 

industry roles 
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Super Quick Intermission 


